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In this occasional post, we explain terms used in the Texas legislative environment.

 

Legislators propose amendments to the Texas Constitution by filing joint resolutions
(JRs). These JRs must be passed in both the house and senate by a two-thirds vote, and
then approved by the voters of the state.

 

A legislator also may file a complementary bill to the JR describing how the JR would
be implemented if approved. This complementary bill is called the enabling
legislation. It may be passed during the same session as the JR or in a subsequent
session. If voters reject a constitutional amendment (JR), the enabling legislation has
no effect.

 

For example, the 84th Legislature passed seven constitutional amendments that were
on the November 2015 ballot. In the House Research Organization's Amendments
Proposed publication, their explanation of each ballot proposition includes whether
the proposition has an enabling bill (in this case, propositions 1, 2, and 4) and what
the enabling bill does. All seven constitutional amendments passed in 2015, so the
joint resolutions' respective bills also went into effect as scheduled.

 

Investigate our Constitutional Amendments database to learn more about the process
of amending Texas' constitution. Here you can search for amendments, find reports
analyzing proposed amendments, see past amendment election dates and outcomes,
and find additional sources.
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http://www.constitution.legis.state.tx.us/
http://www.lrl.texas.gov/legis/ConstAmends/results.cfm
http://www.lrl.texas.gov/scanned/Constitutional_Amendments/amendments84_HRO_2015-11-03.pdf
http://www.lrl.texas.gov/scanned/Constitutional_Amendments/amendments84_HRO_2015-11-03.pdf
http://www.lrl.texas.gov/legis/ConstAmends/index.cfm

